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Numerical Analysis of Unsymmetrical Bending
of Shells of Revolution

BERNARD BUDIANSKY* AND PETER P. RADKOWSKIJ
Avco Corporation, Wilmington, Mass.

A general numerical procedure, based on the linear theory of Sanders, is developed for the
elastic stress and deflection analysis of a shell of revolution subjected to arbitrary loads and
temperatures. The shell may have variable and discontinuous, but axisymmetric, geometrical
and mechanical properties. The procedure involves the expansion of all pertinent load, stress,
and deformation variables into Fourier series in the circumferential direction; the individual
Fourier components of stress and deflection then are found separately by matrix solution of
the finite-difference forms of appropriate differential equations in the meridional coordinate.

Nomenclature

a = reference length
«i, «2, . . . ^36 = coefficients defined in Appendix A
b = nondimensional membrane stiffness [Eq. (33)]
GI, czj c^ 04 = elements of column matrix e, defined in Appendix

A
d . — nondimensional bending stiffness [Eq. (34)]
e%, ee, e^e = Fourier coefficients for membrane strains [Eq.

(23)]
T£ = Fourier coefficient for effective transverse shear

[Eq. (45)]
ho = reference thickness
k£, ke, k%e = Fourier coefficients for bending distortion [Eq.

(24)]
W£, me, m%e = Fourier coefficients for bending moments [Eq.

(20)]
P) Pt, po = Fourier coefficients for loads [Eq. (25)]
#> #£> 0.0 = shell loads per unit area (Fig. 2d)
r = normal distance from shell to axis (Fig. 1)
s = meridional shell coordinate (Fig. 1)
t%) fo> t& = Fourier coefficients for membrane forces [Eq.

(19)]
i& = Fourier coefficient for effective membrane shear

[Eq. (45)] _ ^ _ :

uj-, ue = Fourier coefficients for meridional and circum-
ferential displacements [Eq. (21)]

w = Fourier coefficient for normal displacement [Eq.
(21)]

E = Young's modulus
M%, Me, M^e = bending moments per unit length (Fig. 2c)
M^e = modified twisting moment [Eq. (9)]
N_%, Ne, N%e = membrane forces per unit length (Fig. 2a)
N& = modified membrane shear [Eq. (8)]
N$D = effective (boundary) membrane shear [Eq. (43)]
Q^ Qe = transverse forces per unit length (Fig. 2b)
Q% = effective (boundary) transverse shear [Eq. (44)]
R$, Re = radii of curvature [Fig. 1; Eq. (2)]
T = temperature change
U^j Ue = meridional and circumferential displacements

(Fig. 3a)
W = normal displacement (Fig. 3a)
a. = thermal expansion coefficient
T = p'/P
e£> c0, etf = membrane strains [Eq. (12)]
6 = circumferential angle (Fig. 1)
K£, Ke, K%e = bending distortions [Eq. (13)]
X = ho/a
v = Poisson's ratio
£ = nondimensional meridional coordinates (s/a)
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p = r/a
o-£, ae, <r£0 = meridional, circumferential, and shear stresses
<p£, (fe = Fourier coefficients for rotation
\l/ = inclination change at discontinuity (Fig. 5)
co0, co£ = nondimensional curvatures [Eqs. (3) and (4)]
A = interval size (in units of £) between stations
$£, $>e = rotations (Fig. 3b)
Matrices
A, B, C, D, E,

F,G,H,J,M,
N, P, Q, R, S,
T, X,Y,V = 4 X 4 matrices

= 4 X 3 matrices
= 4 X 4 diagonal matrices

K,L
A, 0, 0, <n
e, f, g, I,

x, y, z, <TT = 1 X 4 column matrices
Indices

= station
= discontinuity station
= mth discontinuity station (subscript on j)

N = last station
p = number of discontinuity stations
n = Fourier component

Introduction

NUMERICAL methods recently have been devised for the
elastic, small deflection analysis of thin shells of revolu-

tion loaded axisymmetrically1' 2; the present paper extends
these methods to the analysis of such shells subjected to
arbitrary load distributions. The shell material is assumed
to have two-dimensional elastic isotropy with respect to
directions tangent to its surface, but Young's modulus is
permitted to be variable (and discontinuous) through the
thickness as well as in the meridional direction. For sim-
plicity, Poisson's ratio is assumed constant. Thermal strain
effects due to arbitrary temperature distributions are included
in the analysis; however, any influence of temperature on
Young's modulus must be averaged circumferentially in
order to preserve the essential requirement of physical sym-
metry about the shell axis. Accordingly, the present analysis
is inapplicable when the circumferential variation of tempera-
ture is sufficiently great to produce appreciable circumfer-
ential changes in Young's modulus.

The analysis is based on the general first-order linear shell
theory of Sanders,3 which has been assessed4 as the "best"
of the many competing thin-shell theories in the literature.
All pertinent variables are expanded into Fourier series in the
circumferential direction, and decoupled sets of ordinary
differential equations thereby are obtained for the individual
Fourier components of the independent variables sought.
Finite-difference approximations to these differential equa-
tions then are solved by means of appropriate matrix tech-
niques.
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Fig. 1 Surface geometry and coordinates.

Surface Geometry and Coordinates

Material points in the shell can be specified by means of the
'orthogonal coordinates (s, 0, f), where (see Fig. 1) s is the
meridional distance measured from a boundary along an axi-
symmetric reference surface, 8 is the circumferential angle,
and f is the normal, outward distance from the reference
surface. In homogeneous shells, the middle surface always is
used as the reference surface; but when, more generally, the
Young's modulus E is variable, the reference surface is best
chosen so that

ffEdf = 0 (!)
where the integration is through the thickness. (This choice,
as will be seen later, simplifies the constitutive relations of
elastic shells.) If the shape of the reference surface is given
by r(s), where r is the distance from the axis, the principal
radii of curvature are

Re = r[l -
Rs= -[I - (2)

Introduce the nondimensional meridional coordinate £ = s/o,
where a is a reference length; then, with p = r/a, the non-
dimensional curvatures co$ = a/Rs and coa = a/Re can be
found from the formulas

where

=[!- (p')2]1/2/p

= -(7' + 7

7 = P'/P

(3)
(4)

(5)

In these equations, and henceforth, ( )' = (d/dg)( ). Fi-
nally, note the Codazzi identity

— co»)

and the relation

p"/P = —

(6)

(7)

+ Met) (9)

With the elimination of the transverse forces Q% and Q0,
the equilibrium equation of the Sanders theory3 can be
written, for shells of revolution, as

cos) — (Mo) + «2P2{ = 0 (lOa)

{£ <*•> o'Nte

(Me) +

= 0 (lOb)

- PW]

. + C00AT0) + a2pg = 0 (lOc)

These equations are exact.4

Displacements, Rotations, and Strains

The displacements and rotations of the reference surface
(Fig. 3) are related by the equations

1 P dTF "I
ypt == — I — —— ~T~ COfcL/f I

a I ^c I
(ID

_ 1 |~_ 1 dTF "I
V~ a L p <>0 wa *J

The membrane strains of the reference surface are given by

1 l

where e$e is half the usual engineering shear strain.
Finally, the measures of bending distortion used in the

Sanders theory are

Analytical Formulations

Forces, Moments, and Loads

The components of membrane force per unit length, trans-
verse force per unit length, moment (about the reference
surface) per unit length, and load per unit area (assumed to be
applied at the reference surface) are as shown in Fig. 2. In
the Sanders theory, the shearing forces N^e and Net, as well
as the twisting moments M& and Me& are not handled
separately but are combined to provide the modified variables

Re - Met) (8)

1 fl
(13)

We - yUe

Then, by the usual KirchhofT hypothesis ("normals remain
normal") and the neglect of terms of order £/R8 and £/Re
relative to unity, the longitudinal, circumferential, and shear
strains at a distance f from the reference surface are
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to
€0

+
(14)

respectively.

Constitutive Relations

Neglecting, as usual, the effects of stresses normal to the
shell permits the stress-strain-temperature relations to be
written as

to = [(** ~
to = [(<ro -

= [(1 +

aT
aT (15)

where the temperature change T may vary with f, as well as
with £ and 0. The Young's modulus E and the thermal
expansion coefficient a will, however, be permitted to vary
only with f and f. The (modified) forces and moments are
approximated closely in the shell by the following integrals
through the thickness:

Ne = Me = (16)

Then, with the use of the defining relation (1) for the reference
surface, together with the assumption of constant Poisson's
ratio, it is found from (14-16) that

=

fEdf

Ne - v
fEdf

fEaTd?
(17)

and
_

"*

[

ft'Edf

= Me - vMj
(18)

Fig. 2 Forces, moments, and loads; a) membrane forces
per unit length, b) transverse forces per unit length,

c) moments per unit length, d) loads per unit area.

w 0

Fig. 3 a) Displace-
ments; b) rotations.

b)

The complete set_of field equations for the 17 independent
variables N& Ne, N& M$, Me, M^e, U& Ue, W, 3>%, $0, 6%, ee,.
€{«, K£, KB, K$e now is given by the 17 equations (10-13, 17V
and 18).

Fourier Expansions and Nondimensional Equations

The independent variables now will be expanded into
Fourier series, with appropriate normalization to provide
nondimensional Fourier coefficients of roughly comparable
magnitudes for the different variables. Letting cr0 be a
reference stress level, E0 a reference Young's modulus, and hQ
a reference thickness, solutions of the field equations will be
sought in the following forms:

= (Toko (n) COS710

(19)

Me = (20)

Ue = -̂ r°

TTTW =

(21)

(22)
M smnd

(23)

M sin.nO
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= -^r Z koM cosntf (24)

(35)

(36)

These Fourier expansions are consistent with loadings of the
forms

q =

OQ/IO

a

OQ/IQ

a

(25)

and a temperature distribution

T =

• />sum0

cosnfl (26)

The various field equations now can be decoupled into
separate sets for each Fourier index n; for convenience, the
superscript (n) on Fourier coefficients will be omitted in the
equations that follow. The equilibrium equations (10) lead to

— me) +
— (n/p)te

— yme'

PS = 0

- P 0 = 0 (27)

'£0' +
\-p = 0

where X = hQ/a, and use has been made of the geometrical
identities (6) and (7). The relations (11-13) give

(28a)

(28b)<£>0 = (n/p)w

= w^' + u
= (n/p)ue

-(n/
ke = (n/p)<pe +

yue]}

(29)

(30)

and, finally, the constitutive relations (17) and (18), inverted
to give forces and moments in terms of strains and bending
distortions, lead to

and

= b(ee

vke) —

where

me = d(ke +

b =

d = EQh0
3(l -

(31)

(32a)
(32b)

(32c)

(33)

(34)

(Again, the superscript (n) on tT
(n) and mr(n) will be omitted

henceforth.)
For each n, the set of field equations for the 17 Fourier

coefficients % £0, ^0, m$, me, m^, u^ ue, w, <p%, <pe, e%, ee} e%e,
k$, ke, k%e now is given by the 17 equations (27-32).

It may be remarked at this point that the Fourier expan-
sions (25) and (26) — symmetrical about 6 = 0 for q, q%, and T
and antisymmetrical for qe — are not, of course, the most
general that could exist. For full generality, these expansions
should be augmented by the additional series

= E

But note, for example, that the contribution pM sirnifl to the
series for q may be written pM cosn[0 — (ir/n)], and so its
effect on the shell is described by the equations already
derived as long as an appropriate shift in the B scale is in-
corporated into the interpretation of the results. A similar
interpretation is applicable for all of the other barred Fourier
coefficients, with the exception of p0(0); but the loading asso-
ciated with this term is one of pure torsion, which is best
handled separately by membrane shell theory.

Reduction to Four Second-Order Differential Equations

The set of field equations obtained constitutes an eighth-
order system that can be reduced, in a conventional fashion,
to three equations in u^ ue, and w. But a more attractive
procedure is to derive four differential equations, each of
second order, in the variables u%, ue, w, and m%. In so doing,
it is necessary to eliminate me by means of the relation

me = vm% + d(l — v2)ke — (1 — v)niT (37)

in order to prevent the ultimate appearance of derivatives of
w of order higher than two. Then, substituting (37, 32c, and
31) into (27) and using (28-30) to eliminate the membrane
strain and bending distortion gives three of the desired
equations; the fourth equation is given by (32a), again with
k% and ke expressed in terms of the displacements. The re-
sultant set then can be written as

ity" + ajUz' +

+ + " +

' + a*>ue +

' + +
(38)

where the a's and c's are given in Appendix A. These equa-
tions can be written in the matrix form

Ez" + Fz' + Gz = e (39)
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where

z = w (40)

and

E =

G =

01
0
0
0

"03

011
020

_031

0
012

021

0

05

014

023

032

0

015

024

033

07

017

026

035

0
0
027
0

09"
018

029

036

=

o —

"02 04

010 013

019 022

030 0

"d"

C2

£3

_C4-

06 08

016 0

025 028

034 0

(41)

Boundary Conditions

In the Sanders theory, the expressions for virtual work per
unit length at the boundaries s = 0, s are

+ + +

where

and

= NV + [(3/2%)' - (1/2^)]

(l/ap)[(5/df)(PM€)'+

(42)

(43)

(44)

are "effective" membrane and transverse shears, respectively,
per unit length (see Fig. 4). This form of the virtual work
indicates the kinds of boundary conditions that can be im-.A.
posed; thus, either N% or U$ may be prescribed, either N%e
or Ue may be prescribed, and so on; or, more generally, N%
and U% may be related through an elastic constraint against
meridional displacement; and analogous constraints can link
N$e and Ue, Q% and W, and M$ and $£. Letting

(45)

Q% = (Toko
w

gives (dropping superscripts)

COSU0

— me)
(46)

Then the boundary conditions just discussed always can be
written (for the nth Fourier components) as

where
Qy +

y =

I (47)

(48)

Fig. 4 Effective boundary
forces and moment.

Fig. 5 Discontinuity conditions.

and where 12 and A are appropriate diagonal matrices, and I is
a given column matrix. (For example, if u% is given, the first
diagonal element of 12 is zero, that of A is unity, and the first
element of I is the prescribed value of u$; if there is an elastic
constraint on u$, then the first diagonal element of 12 is unity,
that of A is the appropriate constraint coefficient, and the
first element of I vanishes.) But now it is desirable to ex-
press the boundary conditions entirely in terms of z; from
Eqs. (28-32 and 37), it follows that

- b*W — IT
b7ue

\- buW + bitfn% -\-
bi§m% + X2"/(l — v)niT

where the 6's are given in Appendix A. These equations,
together with (28a), then give

y = Hz1 + Jz + / (50)
where

H =
pl

0
0
0

0
b*
bn
0

0 0 "
b8 0

-1 Q1

_
"~~

62 bs
b5 b7
bio 612
co£ 0

/ =

-tr
0

0

64 0"
69 0

&14 &16
0 0_

(51)

Hence, the boundary conditions (47) can be written as

QHz' + (A + QJ)z = l-Qf (52)

Discontinuity Conditions

The differential Eqs. (39) are not valid at points in the shell
where discontinuities in geometry (and hence in the co-
efficients) occur; furthermore, z itself is ambiguous at a dis-
continuity in the inclination of the reference surface, where
the directions of u$ and w change abruptly. Accordingly,
special transition equations will be derived which relate z
and its derivative on either side of a discontinuity. With
plus and minus superscripts denoting values just beyond and
ahead of a discontinuity, respectively, the conditions of geo-
metrical compatibility are (see Fig. 5)

— w

+ = -ii fc-w^ = sim/' + w~ cos;/' (53)

and equilibrium requires that

(54)

(These last equations easily can be generalized to include
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the effects of externally applied circumferential line loads and
moments.) The information in (53) and (54) is reproduced
in the equations

(55)
(56)

y+ =

where

"cosi/' 0 — sim/' 0
0 1 0 0
sim/' 0 cosi/' 0
0 0 0 1

(57)

Combining (55, 56, and 50) then provides the single equation
relating (z'}+, (z')~, and z~:
H+(z') + + (J+V - VJ-)Z~ - *H-(z')- = *f~ -f + (58)
where the plus and minus superscripts on H, J, and / mean
that these matrices are to be calculated from (51) on the
basis of shell properties just beyond and just ahead of the
discontinuity, respectively. The differential equation (39),
the boundary conditions (52), and the discontinuity conditions
(58) now will be cast into a unified set of appropriate finite-
difference equations.

Numerical Analysis

Finite-Difference Formulation

Suppose that p discontinuity locations Si, s2, . . ., sp occur
in the range (0, s) of the shell; let the regions (0, Si), ($1, s2), . . .
(sp, s) be subdivided into Vi, F2, . . . Fp+i equal segments,
respectively, and identify the endpoints of the segments by
the index i, running from zero at s = 0 to N( = 'ZV) at s = s.
The increments in the nondimensional variable £ are then

(59)A2 = (sz —

= (s - sp)/aVp+i

in the successive regions bounded by discontinuities. Note
that fictitious discontinuities may be inserted wherever a change
in the increment size is considered desirable. Finally, denote
the discontinuity stations by i == jm (m = 1, 2, . . . p). The
differential equations (39) will be written in finite difference
form at all stations except i — 0, jm (m = 1,2, . . . p), and N
on the basis of the usual central difference formulas:

zS = fe+i - 2z< + z,--i)/A2 (60)

where the A must, of course, be the one corresponding to the
region associated with the station i. It should be noted that,
when (60) and (61) are used at i = jm + 1 (that is, at a station
immediately following a discontinuity), Zi-i+ must be used
for Zi~i] similarly, when i = jm — 1, zi+i~ must be used for

The discontinuity equations (58) will be approximated at
i = jn(m = 1, 2, . . .p) on the basis of the formulas

/ /\ -)- _ / _ -j-\ / A -}- fAO\

where, for simplicity, the subscript m on j has been omitted,
and where A+ and A~ are the intervals ahead and beyond
station ,7™, respectively; in fact, by (59), A~ = ATO, and A+ =

Finally, the boundary conditions (52) will be written at
i = 0 and i = N with the help of

= (Zi - ?o)/Ai

N' = (ZN ~ 3ar-i)/

(64)

(65)

The convention now will be adopted that whenever z, is
written without a qualifying superscript it means z/~; then,
whenever Zj+ appears it will be replaced by tyjZj, according to
Eq. (56). Then, the results of writing the various difference
equations just described can be stated compactly as the
following set of algebraic equations for zt- (i = 0, 1, 2, . . . N) :

AiZi+l + B& + CtZi-i = Qi (i = 1, 2, . . .N - 1) (66)
BNZN + CN%N-I — QN

Here

Bo = A 0 + (67)

where the subscript zero refers, of course, to the conditions at
s = 0. For i ^ Q,jm,jn + 1, N (m = 1, 2, . . . p),

(68)

A, =
Bi = -(WA) + 2 Aft
d = (2Ei/A) - Fi
Qi = .2Ae,-

where the appropriate value for A is used. For i = jm + 1,
(68) applies, except that

!/A) - Fi+i] (69)
For i = jm,

A, = ff,.

Finally,

BN - A^ +
CN - -(&N

QN — IN — &N/N

where Af refers to the conditions at

(70)

(71)

= s.

Matrix Solution of Difference Equations

The set of matrix equations (66) will be solved by essen-
tially the same formal procedure used in Ref. 1 for the
analogous equation for the case of axisymmetric loading of
shells of revolution; this procedure actually is equivalent to
solution by the method of Gaussian elimination used in Ref. 2
for the same axisymmetric loading problem. In its most
primitive form, the Gaussian elimination technique would
proceed as follows: the first of Eqs. (66) would be solved for
z0 in terms of z\; this result would be substituted into the next
equation, and z\ would be found in terms of zz and so on;
finally, the very last equation, together with the result for
ZN-I in terms of ZN, would determine ZN, and then all of the
z's would be calculated in reverse order. A minor modifica-
tion of this method is, however, desirable (and sometimes
essential) in the treatment of (66), for the matrix BQ some-
times may be singular, i Accordingly, the solution is started

This occurs, for example, in the case of a clamped edge, with
= ue — w — <P£ — 0; then

lo = 0

giving

which is singular.

r° i r1 i
0 A 1

0 Ao = 1
L i_ oJ

Bo =
ri o o o-
0 1 0 0
0 0 1 0
o>£ 0 I/A 0.
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simultaneous solution for ZQ and 2A in terms of 22 and Inverting the constitutive relations (15) and using (23, 24,
•oceeds as just described. From and 26) gives

Dy tne i3AAllU.JLU«aji.i.C^V^U.k3 OV^A U. UAV/J.J. J.V71. £»U CAJ.J.VJ

then proceeds as just described. From

fa + B0ZQ =

it follows that

Now write the general result for Zi in terms of z^+1 as

Zi = -PiZi+l + Xi (73)
( t = l , 2 , ...N-l)

Then, the substitution of Zi-i = —Pi-\Zi + x*-i into the
general equation of (66) provides the results

~a

(79)

v)

Pi = [ft -

(i = 2,3J, . . . N - 1)
The recurrence relations (74), with the initial values from (72),

(75)

(74) Note that E, a, and TM all may depend on f, the distance
from the reference surface.

Using (32a, 32b, and 37) (and, again, casually dropping
superscripts n) gives

mT

then provide all the P's and x's up to PN-\ and XN-I- Sub-
stitution of zN-i = —PN-\ZN + XN-I into the last of Eqs. (66)
then gives

-d
f 2(1. — vz

ZN =
which, when used in (79) together 'with the strain-rotation-

-. ~ . . . . - , w.. .. .. i] (76) displacement equations (28-30), leads to
and then z^_i, 2^_2, . . . z\ can be found from (73). Finally,
ZQ is given by

Thus, the only matrix inversions involved in the solution for where

i<»> = Kzr + Lz (80)

Eao
K ' E0(l - ^

vy

r, , (i - v'-

"1

o ]

y i + iL « J
(i \ / \ r ( ^

2 XP/L X ' 2a

0 0 0 "
o - ~ v oa

~ v\ f \1 f/ >,n
(81)

2 [ _ 2 a J a p

vw/p a>f + VUQ £/ad
n T, , (1 - ^2)fw«1 , , (1 - v^n* v$

1 + CO^ + VUj: +
P L a J ap2 ad

^)fl /I - AT 1 i (w* ~ 3wfl)f"| (1 - y)w7f
J V 2 /L 2o J «P J

EQ(l - 1 - p

1 -
•o

(82)

(83)

all the z's are of 4 X 4 matrices, and the process is suited very
well for rapid machine computation.

The Zj obtained at a discontinuity station is, of course,
really z$~\ the value of Zj+, at such a station easily is found as
7 -~*~ = ~fy •? -~6] — *X ] Z j .

Calculation of Stresses

Once the z's have been calculated, the stresses at any point
in the shell can be found. The stresses in the present solution
are obtained from the expansions

(78)M COS710

For numerical calculation, the use of (61) at "ordinary"
stations, (62) and (63) at discontinuity stations, and (64) and
(65) at the boundaries is recommended for the evaluation of
z ' inEq. (80).

Remark Concerning the Reference Surface

A substantial simplification in setting up the numerical
analysis for computation may result from the observation
that, in the spirit of thin-shell theory, errors of the order of
the thickness in the specification of the reference surface can
be tolerated in the formulation of the equation of equilibrium.
It is recommended accordingly that the key geometric func-
tion r(s) be stated with respect to a surface chosen simply
according to convenience anywhere in the shell wall. In
other words, the condition (1) need not be imposed insofar as
calculations of the various geometrical parameters p, co0, o?£,
and 7 are concerned. Of course, if (1) can be satisfied easily
in these calculations, there is no harm in doing so; but when,
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for example, the same shell is to be analyzed for several
different temperature conditions with different resultant
variations of Young's modulus, it is not recommended that
new reference surfaces and new variations of p, co0, etc., be
calculated for each case. On the other hand, it is essential
that the rigorous location of the reference surface enter into
Eqs. (34) and (36) for the nondimensional bending stiffness d
and the thermal moment mT. Similarly, the correct value of
f as measured from the true reference surface must be used in
Eqs. (80-83) for the stresses.

Brief Discussion of Computation Program

There is little point in presenting, in all its ramifications,
the machine program that has been developed for executing

n = 0
— NUMERICAL
••• ANALYTICAL

O.I 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1.0

1.0

0.8

0.6

0.4

0.2

0

-0.2

n = 5
— NUMERICAL
• •• ANALYTICAL

0 O.I 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1.0

S

n = 2
— NUMERICAL
••• ANALYTICAL

1.0

0.8

0.6

0.4

0.2

0

-0.2

O.I 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1.0
s

n = 20
— NUMERICAL
• •• ANALYTICAL

¥$V°8

I i i
0 O.I 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.7 0.8 0.9 1.0

j>_
?

Fig. 6 Comparison of present solution with analytical
solution for a cylinder with U = V = W = 0 and

(1 - j>2)M£/(Efco2) = 10-2 cosnB at the ends.

the numerical analysis. It may be helpful, however, to
summarize very briefly the sequence of computing steps
involved :

1) From the given geometrical specification r(s) of the
assumed (see the foregoing) reference surface and the loca-
tions Si, s2, . . . sp of discontinuity stations, subdivide the
shell, identify stations i = 0, 1, 2, . . . N, and calculate p,
co0, co£, o^', and 7 at these stations, using differentiation
formulas similar to Eqs. (61-65) (including the computation
of separate values on either side of discontinuity stations).

2) From knowledge of the variation of E through the thick-
ness at each station (and on either side of discontinuity sta-
tions), find the rigorous location of the reference surface
according to Eq. (1), and then calculate b, d, &', and d' at
each station.

3) For a particular n, tabulate p(n\ p%(n\ pe(n\ jP(n)(f) at
each station; calculate nT

(n\ mT
M at each station.

4) For the assumed n, use the boundary conditions at i = 0
to calculate piy Xi (i = 1, 2, . . . N — 1), using the a's and b's
in Appendix A to compute, at each station as needed, the
matrices A, B, C, and g entering into the calculations. Then
use these P's and x's and the boundary conditions at i = N
to get z at each station.

5) For the assumed n, calculate Fourier coefficients for the
stresses cr%, ae, 0"£0 where desired.

6) Repeat steps 3-5 for as many n's as needed to insure
adequate convergence; finally, use appropriate Fourier com-
binations of the separate results to obtain displacement and
stresses.

Check Calculation

A preliminary check of the calculation procedure has been
made for the case of a uniform circular cylinder of thickness nQ
subjected to end moments M% = 10-2[^0

2/(1 — *>2)] cos^0
with U% = Ue = W = 0 at the boundaries. An analytical
solution of this problem on the basis of the Sanders theory
was obtained for comparison. The calculations were made
for a radius-to-thickness ratio a/ ho = 50, a length-to-radius
ratio s/a = 1, and Poisson's ratio v = 0.3; 300 intervals
were used over the length of the cylinder. The results for
W/ho and [M^(l - p*)]/Eh<? at B = 0 are shown in Fig. 6 for
n = 0, 2, 5, and 20, together with some analytically derived
results. The agreement is excellent, despite the boundary
layer character of the results for the higher values of n.

Supplementary Remarks

Singular Points

If the shell has a pole (i.e., r = 0), coefficients in the
governing differential equations become singular. A simple-
minded way to handle this situation is to choose the boundary
s = 0 not at the pole, but a very short distance away, and
then impose the boundary conditions at s — 0 as u% = UQ =
/£ = <p$ = 0 for n = 0, t% = i%8 = w = m% = 0 for n = 1
(assuming no concentrated forces or moments at the pole),
amd u$ = ue = w = m% = 0 for all other n. This probably
is not the most accurate or elegant procedure, and alternatives
merit study.

Branching Shells

It has been assumed tacitly all along that the shell under
consideration has no more than two boundaries; a multiple-
branch shell such as shown in Fig. 7a may be analyzed, how-
ever, by applying appropriate transition conditions at the
branch point.

Define separate families of auxiliary matrices PI, Pn, Pin,
xi, xii, and zin with the properties

= — PiIl
+iI + Xi
f+1II +
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where the superscripts refer to the separate branches shown in
Fig. 7a. It is possible to start the calculations of Pi,xi and
pii, #11 at the boundaries of branches I and II and then leap
across the juncture j to the calculation of Pin, zin. The
reverse sweep for the calculation of the z's then would start
at the boundary of branch III and, at the juncture.;, continue
independently along the branches I and II back to their
respective boundaries. The details of this procedure are
given in Appendix B. This method can be extended readily
to handle a multiplicity of branches as in Fig. 7b; it will not,
however, be applicable to closed loops (Fig. 7c), which must
be treated separately by traditional cut-and-fit methods of
indeterminate structural analysis.

Appendix A: Formulas for Coefficients

The coefficients ai, a2. . .a3e in Eq. (38) are as follows:

a\ = b 0,2 = yb + bf

= vb'y —
2p2

v)bn - v)
2p

vnb' /3 - v\

— co0)(3co0 — co£

P \ 2P

X2d(l — v)yn [~(3co£ — co0)(3co0 —

a, = b(^ -1-

0,7 =

= X2(l —

- 600)]

*J

,o x (1 ~ W , X»d(l - p)nan = - ^r— (3 - v) - —— - ——— + ——————— X2p 2p p

f 7— (1 + j>)7co£co0 + — (
L °

°*' ^ Q ^1 ^'— (5co0 — dco^) —

— 7a>£2 — 3co02) —

012 ~
6(1 - v)
———— ———

[2w{' - T(5co{ - 3co»)]

- ̂  x
P) (3co» -

^ PC- p)
L

Ol5 =

[2(1

/o(3co0 - oo^

- co0)l

2p

017 = -

Fig. 7 Branched shells.

(3co0 -

= -by(ue

2p [37^ -

~r X

2(1 + r)

-»«>]-
r(l - v)n

2p
[2(1

- v) [(I + ^

-i.)n*

73)

2(T2 + (3

a2? = X2

«29 = — X2[(l — (vn2/p2)]

a2s = X27(2 — v)

a30 = doit

a34 = —dvy
a36 = —1

The c's are

T ~ X2(l - v
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£2 = —pe— (n/ p)tT — X2(l — j>)(n/p)co0rar

Cs = — p — (o>£ + (joe)tT — X2(l — v)f

X2(l -
c4 = mT

F nally, the &'s in Eq. (49) are

2p
6(1 - v)

\2d(l - v)n
—

8P

-v) (3co0 - co^)2

- v)n

2(J

015 = X2 6W = X2(l - p)y

Appendix B: Branch Point Transition Relations

Recalling the definition (48) for the column matrix y and
introducing the diagonal matrices

"1
1

0

0

1
permits the conditions of continuity (53) at the juncture in
Fig. 7a to be written as

where ^fl and ^n are defined in terms of fa and fa, respec-
tively, according to Eq. (57). Similarly, the equilibrium
-conditions (54), generalized to the three-branch case, are

pyiu + iiz111 = pVuy11 + f]z11 + jS^iyi + viz1 (B2)
Introducing Eq. (50) into (Bl) and (B2) (and noting that
Uf = 0, ff = /) gives

(77

(77 (77
+

(B3)

_ /HI (B4)

With the use of formulas (62) in branch III and (63) in
branches I and II, Eqs. (B3) and (B4) can be cast into the
difference forms:

QZj+i111 + Rzf11 = SUZj11 + T^y-i11 = StZ? + IT^y-i1 (B5)

Mgyn-!"1 + Nzf11 = Xuzfl + V^Zi-P + X^zf +
Y*Zi-il + ^n/n + Wf1 - /m (B6)

where the matrices 0, R, etc., are derivable in obvious
fashion. §

Using the basic Gaussian elimination formulas

Zj-i1 = -Pi-Jz? + Xj-J

Zj-f = -Pj-Pz?1 + a;,--!11

in (B5) and (B6) gives

+ fey111 (B7)

[X* - Yipj-J]z? + Y*Xi-J + [X* - ynp,--!"^,-" +
yn^.^ii + ^ii/ii + ^i/i _ fui = j|f2,-+iin + JVg,-111 (B8)

Now eliminate 2,J and zf-1 from (B8) by means of (B7) :

+ R*?11 ~
y-i1] + [Z« - yMPy-i11]^11 - TUP,--!11]"1

!Tna;,--in] + Y*XJ-I* +
- fm = Mzj+l + Nzj111 (B9)

Hence, with
zfii = -p.iiiz.+ 1m + £.m

the desired expressions for P,-111 and x,jn are, from (B9),

P.HI = [AT - (Z)i + Du)R]-l[M - (Di + D«)Q]
o;ym = [AT - (Z)i + D")^]-1[(FI - DiTfyj-i1 + (BIO)

(711 _ D^Tll)xj-iu

where

Z)II = (Z" - yUPy-i")

Thus, from a knowledge of P/-11, P/-in, ^/-i1, and «,--in,
the calculation can proceed directly to the determination of
P/11 and £jm and then to the boundary of branch III in the
standard fashion.
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